SERVICES.

1. Financial planning for college aid
2. College selection and guidance
3. Qualify clients for need-based grants and scholarships

4.  Locate colleges offering merit-based scholarships

5. Professional preparation of the FAFSA 

6. Professional preparation of the CSS Profile form

7.  Professional preparation of the New York state TAP form

8. Accurate and speedy electronic filing

9. Calculation of the EFC using both congressional and institutional methodology

10. Student loans

11. Student signature loans

12.  Parent Plus loans

ABOUT THE COLLEGE AID SPECIALIST

Myron Feinberg founded the College Aid Specialist in 1983 and has been a Certified Financial Planner since 1993.   He has helped many families like yours qualify for grants and scholarships.

Call:

631-462-7711

Email:

myron.feinberg@verizon.net

COLLEGE AID SPECIALIST

145 COMMACK ROAD

COMMACK, NY 11725              

631-462-7711                                         

TURNING THE DREAM OF COLLEGE INTO A FINANCIAL REALITY
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FINANCIAL AID MYTHS AND FACTS

________________________________

1. It is a myth that financial aid is only loans.   It is a fact many of our clients qualify for over $20,000 in grant and scholarship money. 

2. It is a myth that state schools are always your best financial choice.   It is a fact that SUNY schools are projecting a cost of attendance of over $13,000.

3. It is a fact that many of our clients, with financial aid, pay less money for private colleges than they would for state schools.

4. It is a myth that only “smart” people get grant and scholarship money.

5. It is a fact  that most colleges award grant and scholarship money based on financial need.

6.  It is a myth that high school guidance counselors will help your family maximize your financial aid.   Most guidance counselors are not familiar with financial aid formulas and are not qualified financial planners.

misTAKES TO AVOID

 It is a mistake not to plan for college financial aid.   The cost of college may be the next largest expense in your life after your home.   Don’t be surprised by college “sticker price shock” AFTER you child has been accepted to college.    

Not filing for financial aid is a common mistake.   Many people believe they don’t qualify and don’t file.  If you do not file for financial aid you will not even qualify for a student loan.

Many people file late for financial aid.   If you file past the school’s deadline you will lose aid.    If you wait to complete to complete financial aid forms AFTER you complete your current tax returns you may miss the deadline.

All college financial aid programs require the completion of the FAFSA form.   Some private colleges require a CSS PROFILE FORM.   Know all the forms required and the deadline dates.

Many people fail to seek professional help in the financial aid process.   Ninety percent of tax filers get professional help, while only ten percent get professional help in filing for financial aid.   People who file by themselves, or let the students file for aid, frequently make informational or arithmetic mistakes, costing thousand of dollars.

Many college offer excellent financial aid packages.  Other do not.   When planning for college it is important to apply to schools which offer financial aid. 

Both the FAFSA and the CSS PROFILE request financial information including parent and student assets.   It is important to know which assets need to be reported and which assets need not be reported.

Don’t waste time and money locating outside scholarships.  Outside scholarships are very difficult to obtain. Additionally many colleges will reduce their financial aid grant by the amount of the outside scholarships.

If the parents of the students are divorced you need to know which information about the non-custodian parent must be reported.

If you own a business you must also know which information the college requires.

If your family has more than one student in college you need to understand the impact on financial aid.
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Call 631-462-7711

